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How you can 


help charities 
Maxwell: Nonprofit CEOs suggest 
ways to help during coronavirus. B1 
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COOKING & EATING 


Ocoee Taco Co. 


celebrates 5 years 


Amy Drew: This unassuming 
little joint has a big following. D1 
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provide additional space and 
staffing for coronavirus coverage. 

We have moved the business 
pages from our main news sec- 
tion to the Sports section to give 
us extra room for news stories. 

Since all colleges and pro 
sports have suspended play, you 
will see a smaller sports report in 
print. 

And with most area entertain- 
ment events canceled and the 
theme parks closed, we will re- 
duce the size of our Friday Calen- 
dar section and run those pages 
in the Sports section. 


INSIDE 


NATION: President Trump invoked 
emergency powers to marshal 
critical medical supplies against the 
coronavirus pandemic. Also, the 
first congressmen announced they 
had tested positive for the virus. A8 


HOTEL CLOSING: A Hyatt Re- 
gency hotel on International Drive 
will shut down Thursday until early 
May. A10 


DISNEY: Analysts think Disney 
World won't open until mid-April 
now, with one predicting a $14 
billion loss for the company. A9 


TSA AGENT: Tuesday was day four 
of TSA agent Andrea Silas’ quaran- 
tine after testing positive with 
coronavirus, and she’s already 
feeling stir crazy. All 


HILTON: Orlando-based Hilton 
Grand Vacations Inc., the timeshare 
industry’s No. 2 player by sales, said 
that it has budgeted an extra $155 
million to repurchase shares. A9 


RECREATION: Despite the spread 
of the coronavirus, it’s possible to 
enjoy outdoor recreation in Central 
Florida when taking the right pre- 
cautions. A10 


MARKETS: Stocks tumbled more 
than 5% on Wall Street on Wednes- 
day as the coronavirus outbreak 
chokes the economy. C4 


Stay updated on what’s happening 
on OrlandoSentinel.com. Subscribe 
to our health newsletter at 
OrlandoSentinel.com/newsletter. 


‘It’s like 
a punch 
in the gut’ 


Small businesses suffer 
in wake of outbreak 


By AUSTIN FULLER 


Sarah Sleeth faced a “gut 
wrenching” decision to tempo- 
rarily close her six Central Florida 
barbershops to help protect the 
families of her 100 employees and 
their customers from co- 
ronavirus. 

“It was so special to me that I 
could open up a business that’s 
going to provide an income and 
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Custodial workers from Orange County Public Schools use an electrostatic disinfectant sprayer 
Wednesday to deep clean. The school district reversed its decision on teachers working. Story, A9 


Officials ask for patience 
during ‘our new normal’ 


National Guard will 
manage drive-through 
coronavirus test site 


By STEPHEN HUDAK 
AND RYAN GILLESPIE 


Orange County Mayor Jerry 
Demings and Orlando Mayor 
Buddy Dyer pleaded with resi- 
dents on Tuesday to avoid over- 
running hospital emergency 
rooms as they announced three 
more cases of the potentially 
deadly novel coronavirus in Or- 
ange County, including two peo- 
ple who were admitted to a hos- 
pital. 

They also said the National 
Guard will manage a drive- 
through virus test site in the 
parking lot of the Orange 


County Convention Center. It 
should open by Friday. 

“Our goal is to get in front of 
this,” Demings said. “To slow 
down that curve.” 

Health officials said total 
cases in Florida increased to 328 
on Wednesday, and the death 
toll climbed to eight. 

Though local numbers lag 
compared with Miami-Dade 
and Broward counties, health 
experts expect the level of cases 
in Central Florida to climb soon. 
There are 157 cases combined 
reported in Broward and Mi- 
ami-Dade compared with 1 re- 
ported cases in Orange; nine in 
Volusia; eight in Osceola, seven 
in Seminole and two in Lake. 

“People should not be misled 
by the lower number of cases 
that we have in our county,” said 


RICARDO RAMIREZ BUXEDA/ORLANDO SENTINEL 
For Tuni owners Paige and Tuni Blackwelder, the downturn in visitors 
to the region means fewer sales in a month that, along with Decem- 
ber, makes up the busiest time for the Park Avenue store. 


Raul Pino, director of the Florida 
Department of Health in Orange 
County. 

“It’s very contagious,” he said. 
“We've been lucky so far.” 

As evidence mounts that the 
virus is spreading among locals 
in Broward and Miami-Dade, 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said 
on Wednesday he wants to con- 
tinue to increase how many tests 
can be conducted in Florida. 

“The No. 1 priority I’ve had 
over the last week is to have 
more robust testing capability,” 
DeSantis said. 

But testing supplies remain 
scarce. Although DeSantis said 
the state received 2,500 testing 
kits from the federal govern- 
ment, with a capability of 
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staggers 
Orlando 


airport 
Domestic, international 


volume declines sharply 
due to global pandemic 


BY KEVIN SPEAR 


Orlando International Airport 
had been braced for enormous, 
record crowds at spring break; in- 
stead, its parking garages are echo 
chambers, Disney and Universal 
stores are closed, domestic air- 
lines are retreating and interna- 
tional carriers have canceled Cen- 
tral Florida as a destination. 

Domestic volume is down at 
least 30 percent at Orlando’s air- 
port, which had been handling an 
average of nearly 1,000 takeoffs 
and landings daily. Planes still fly- 
ing have relatively few passengers, 
said Phil Brown, speaking 
Wednesday afternoon to the air- 
port authority members about the 
impacts from coronavirus out- 
break. 

The volume of international 
passengers dropped more sharply. 
Fewer than 2,300 are arriving 
daily in recently, down from an 
average of nearly 8,000 daily, 
Brown said. 

A casualty of that passenger de- 
cline has been the occupancy rate 
at the Hyatt, the airport hotel, 
knocking it down from nearly 90 
percent to 60 percent, a trend that 
will probably continue, Brown 
said. 

Airport executives have even 
wondered if the day will come 
when no flights come or go. 

“All in all, the flight activity had 
decreased pretty precipitously,” 
Brown said. “The challenge of 
course is to understand how long 
this is going to last and whether 
there will be subsequent de- 
clines.” 

The airport’s new, $3 billion 
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Lisbon owner despairs 
over the price of crisis 


COMMENTARY 


DAVID WHITLEY 
Living Through Coronavirus 


The first sign of trouble came 
two weeks ago. Rui Borges no- 
ticed a few empty tables during 
peak hours at his restaurant. 

A few days later, the place was 
half-full. By the middle of last 
week, a handful of diners were 
dropping by. 

Now? 


“Look at this,’ Borges said, 
sweeping his arm over the 
lunchtime scene. 

There are 25 tables at Lisbon, a 
Portuguese restaurant on Sand 
Lake Road. They are topped with 
crisp white tablecloths, blue 
napkins and gleaming wine glas- 
ses. 

There’s not a dining soul in 
sight. 

“We have a big problem,” Bor- 
ges said. 

Coronavirus worries have 
emptied restaurants big, small 
and in between. Some states have 
ordered them closed. Florida’s are 
still open, though many restau- 
rants have voluntarily closed or 
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Coronavirus Care 


as 
Advent Health 
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